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MB1/H  Mountbatten Papers: Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean and
Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Mediterranean, 1952-4

Mountbatten took up the post of Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean (CINCMED) in May 1952, in charge
of the British fleet in the Mediterranean and based at Malta.  His second-in-command, William Davis, was
to act as sea commander, while Mountbatten concentrated on the political and strategic aspects of the
command.  Mountbatten was concerned to improve efficiency and morale in the fleet and he made regular
visits to all his squadrons and to countries in the region, including Yugoslavia, Greece, Egypt and Ethiopia. 
When Mountbatten took command of the British fleet in the Mediterranean, the US fleet there was headed
by Admiral Robert Carney, CINC SOUTH, based at Naples.  It was the view of NATO that there should be
a single commander-in-chief in overall charge of naval forces in the Mediterranean and there was some
discussion between Britain and the USA over which country should succeed to the command.  At the end
of 1952, Mountbatten was created Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Mediterranean (CINCAFMED) in
addition to his existing post of CINCMED.  He was promoted to admiral in February 1953.  French, Italian,
Greek and Turkish admirals, each with their national navies, together with an American fleet, now formed
an international force, co-ordinated by CINCAFMED.  Mountbatten's second-in-command took over matters
of purely British interest, but friction still existed between the bases at Malta and Naples until Admiral
Carney was replaced by Admiral William Fechteler in 1953.

While the files cover many naval and routine matters, the series also includes private correspondence from
this period.  Subjects include the visit by Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh to Malta at the end
of their Commonwealth Tour in 1954 and, among the ̀ papers of special interest', are materials relating to the
coronation, the funeral of Queen Mary, the creation of the post of CINCAFMED, press cuttings and
magazine articles featuring Mountbatten, a copy of the turnover notes for Mountbatten's successor as Fourth
Sea Lord, papers concerning fleet exercises and reviews, and correspondence advising Mountbatten to avoid
engaging in political discussions with the national leaders he met on his travels.  Most of the papers are
letters, signals and telegrams, to and from Mountbatten or his secretaries.  The papers are now in an
alphabetical sequence of files, with the contents of each arranged on a chronological basis.

MB1/H1  Installation of the action speed tactical teacher (training device)  1950-4

MB1/H2  Lieutenant Colonel Sir Michael Adeane, Private Secretary to the Queen  1954

MB1/H3  Paul Adorian (concerning flight simulators)  1953-4

MB1/H4  Algerian earthquake disaster  1954

MB1/H5  Admiral S.Altincan, Turkish Navy, Commander-in-Chief, Turkish Naval Forces, North East
Mediterranean, 1954  1953-4

MB1/H6  Proposals for the amalgamation of the Home and Mediterranean Fleets  1953

MB1/H7  Vincent Apap, sculptor  1954

MB1/H8  Congratulations on Lord Mountbatten's appointment as admiral and Commander-in-Chief of the
Mediterranean Fleet  1953

MB1/H9  Congratulation on Lord Mountbatten's appointment as admiral and Commander-in-Chief of the
Mediterranean Fleet  1952-3

MB1/H10  Newspaper articles, books and authors  1953-4

MB1/H11  Requests for autographs and photographs  1952-4
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MB1/H12  Miscellaneous correspondents: A  1952-3

MB1/H13  Purchase of Barbary ponies  1952-3

MB1/H14  Visit of Sir Thomas Godfrey Rowallan, second Baron Rowallan, Chief Scout, British
Commonwealth and Empire, to the Malta and Gozo Boy Scouts Association  1953-4

MB1/H15  Lady Doreen Brabourne  1952

MB1/H16  Mrs Anne Bradford, widow of Commander Frank Bradford, and her son, Jeremy Bradford, Lord
Mountbatten's godson  1954

MB1/H17  David Brice, private secretary to Lord Mountbatten, London office  1952-5

MB1/H18  Visit of the British Defence Co-ordinating Committee (Middle East) and of the Commander-in-
Chief, Allied Forces Southern Europe, to Malta (the `Diamond discussions')  1952

MB1/H18A  Visit of the British Defence Co-ordinating Committee (Middle East) and of the Commander-in-
Chief, Allied Forces Southern Europe, to Malta (the `Diamond discussions')  1952

MB1/H19  Rear Admiral W.G.Brittain, Flag Officer, Malta  1954

MB1/H25  Horace A.Brooks: concerning his career and that of his son, Louis, godson of Lord Mountbatten 
1953-4

MB1/H26  General Sir Roy Bucher  1952

MB1/H27  Captain M.E.Butler, Navigation and Direction Division, Admiralty  1954

MB1/H28  Baroness Sophie Buxhoeveden  1952-4

MB1/H29  Miscellaneous correspondents: B  1954

MB1/H30  Cadet entry into the Royal Navy: reorganisation of officer career structure and training  1953-4

MB1/H31  James Callaghan, MP: relationship between the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force  1954

MB1/H32  Cambridge University: various societies  1951-2

MB1/H33  Alan Campbell-Johnson: publication; establishing an international public relations group  1953-4

MB1/H34  Alan Campbell-Johnson: publications  1952-3

MB1/H35  Admiral Robert B.Carney, US Navy, Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Southern Europe, 1952-
4; Chief of Naval Operations, US Navy, 1954  1952-4

MB1/H36  Vice Admiral John H.Cassady, US Navy  1953-4

MB1/H38  Lieutenant Colonel Martin Charteris  1953-4

MB1/H39  W.E.G.Churcher of Vertue and Churcher, solicitors  1952-4

MB1/H40  Graham Douglas Clifford, General Secretary, British Institution of Radio Engineers  1952-4

MB1/H41  Coastal command: proposed takeover by the Royal Navy  1953
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MB1/H42  Comet aircraft salvage operations  1954-5

MB1/H43  Castleton Knight: newsreel coverage  1952-3

MB1/H44  Daily diary of Lord Mountbatten's engagements  1952

MB1/H45  Daily diary of Lord Mountbatten's engagements  1953

MB1/H46  Daily diary of Lord Mountbatten's engagements  1954

MB1/H47  Allied naval command organisation in the Mediterranean  1953

MB1/H48  Allied naval command organisation in the Mediterranean  1952-3

MB1/H49  Allied naval command organisation in the Mediterranean  1951-2

MB1/H50  Allied naval command organisation in the Mediterranean  1952-4

MB1/H54  Meetings between Lord Mountbatten as Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Mediterranean and
allied commanders (including details of Exercise WELDFAST  1953

MB1/H55  Meetings between Lord Mountbatten as Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Mediterranean and
allied commanders (including details of Exercise WELDFAST  1953

MB1/H56  Meetings between Lord Mountbatten as Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Mediterranean and
area commanders  1953-4

MB1/H57  Meetings between Lord Mountbatten as Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Mediterranean and
area commanders  1954

MB1/H58  Meetings between Lord Mountbatten as Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Mediterranean and
area commanders  1954

MB1/H59  Visit of Lord Mountbatten as Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean, to Paris (including NATO
budget control; command organisation in the Mediterranean)  1952-3

MB1/H60  Messages of congratulations on Lord Mountbatten's appointment as First Sea Lord  1954

MB1/H61  Coronation medals awarded to Mediterranean Command  1953

MB1/H62  Vice Admiral Sir Alan Bevan Edwards, Controller of the Navy  1952-3

MB1/H63  Vice Admiral Sir Alan Bevan Edwards, Controller of the Navy  1953-5

MB1/H64  Arrangements for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II  1952-3

MB1/H65  Arrangements for correspondence during leave  1954

MB1/H66  Noel Coward  1953

MB1/H67  Brigadier L.L.Cross, Chief of Public Information  1953-4

MB1/H68  Cruise to Bizerta and Tunis  1954

MB1/H69  Cruise to Corsica  1954
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MB1/H70  Cruise to Florence  1954

MB1/H71  Cruise to Palermo  1954

MB1/H72  Thank you notes relating to cruises  1952-4

MB1/H73  Cyprus earthquake disaster  1953

MB1/H74  The DAILY EXPRESS: articles by Sefton Delmer  1954

MB1/H75  Mrs Elma Dangerfield, editor of the EUROPEAN AND ATLANTIC DIGEST: article on air and
sea defence in the Mediterranean  1954

MB1/H77  Lieutenant Commander R.E.F. De Pass, RN  1954

MB1/H78  Vice Admiral R.M.Dick, Standing Group Liaison Officer, NATO  1953-4

MB1/H79  Admiral Sir Gerald D.Dickens: article for THE NAVAL REVIEW  1950-4

MB1/H80  Rear Admiral Sir Anthony Buzzard, Director of Naval Intelligence  1953-4

MB1/H81  Correspondence concerning F.S.V.Donnison's manuscript of the official history BRITISH
MILITARY ADMINISTRATION IN THE FAR EAST, 1943-6 (1956)  1952-3

MB1/H82  Correspondence concerning F.S.V.Donnison's manuscript of the official history BRITISH
MILITARY ADMINISTRATION IN THE FAR EAST, 1943-6 (1956)  1946-54

MB1/H83  Correspondence concerning F.S.V.Donnison's manuscript of the official history BRITISH
MILITARY ADMINISTRATION IN THE FAR EAST, 1943-6 (1956)  1945-54

MB1/H84  Surgeon Vice Admiral Sir Sheldon Dudley: book on the National Health Service  1954

MB1/H85  T.E.N.Driberg: extracts from his book, THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS (1953)  n.d. c.1953

MB1/H86  Charles Eade, editor of the SUNDAY DISPATCH  1952-4

MB1/H87  Anthony Eden, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs  1953

MB1/H88  Receiving the freedom of the City of Edinburgh and an honorary degree from Edinburgh
University  1954

MB1/H89  Receiving the freedom of the City of Edinburgh and an honorary degree from Edinburgh
University  1953-4

MB1/H90  Copies of speeches made by Lord Mountbatten on receiving the freedom of the City of Edinburgh
and an honorary degree from Edinburgh University  1954

MB1/H91  Relations with the Egyptian armed forces  1954

MB1/H91A  Fire on board the EMPIRE WINDRUSH  1954

MB1/H92  Vice Admiral Frank Trowbridge Mason, Engineer-in-Chief of the Fleet  1953-4

MB1/H93  Entertainment allowance for Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean  1953

MB1/H94  Formation of the Ethiopian Navy  n.d. c.1952-3
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MB1/H95  Commander Douglas Fairbanks, junior, US Navy  1952-4

MB1/H96  Admiral William M.Fechteler, US Navy, Commander-in-Chief Allied Forces Mediterranean 
1953-4

MB1/H97  Admiral Emilio Ferreri, Italian Navy, Chief of the Italian Naval Staff  1953-4

MB1/H98  Biography of Vice Admiral James Fife, junior, US Navy  1953

MB1/H99  Vice Admiral James Fife, junior, US Navy  1953-4

MB1/H100  Gilbert Findlay, honorary clerk to the Worshipful Company of Shipwrights  1953

MB1/H101  Admiral of the Fleet Sir Rhoderick Robert McGrigor, First Sea Lord  1953-4

MB1/H102  Admiral of the Fleet Sir Rhoderick Robert McGrigor, First Sea Lord  1953

MB1/H103  Admiral of the Fleet Sir Rhoderick Robert McGrigor, First Sea Lord  1953-4

MB1/H104  Rear Admiral Richard George Onslow, Naval Secretary to the First Sea Lord  1953

MB1/H105  Rear Admiral Richard George Onslow, Naval Secretary to the First Sea Lord  1953

MB1/H106  Rear Admiral Richard George Onslow and Captain John David Luce, Naval Secretaries to the
First Sea Lord  1953-4

MB1/H107  Vice Admiral Frederick R.P.Parham, Fourth Sea Lord  1953-4

MB1/H108  Rear Admiral Godfrey French  1953-4

MB1/H109  Miscellaneous correspondents: F  1950-4

MB1/H110  Garrard and Company, jewellers  1953-4

MB1/H111  Air Marshal Sir Gerald Gibbs, Commander-in-Chief Air Headquarters New Delhi  1953-6

MB1/H112  Gibraltar Command  1954-5

MB1/H113  Admiral M.Girosi, Italy  1953-4

MB1/H114  Lieutenant Commander J.D.Graham: the death of Lieutenant H.J.Hodges, RNVR  1954

MB1/H115  Purchase of a gramophone  1952-4

MB1/H116  Admiral Sir Guy Grantham: arrangements for his take-over as Commander-in-Chief
Mediterranean  1953-4

MB1/H117  Greek Navy: British Naval Mission to Greece and the loan of Hunt class destroyers  1953-4

MB1/H118  Argostoli earthquake disaster  1953

MB1/H120  Argostoli earthquake disaster  1953

MB1/H121  Argostoli earthquake disaster  1953

MB1/H122  Argostoli earthquake disaster  1953
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MB1/H123  Argostoli earthquake disaster  1953

MB1/H124  Anglo-Greek relations: Cyprus  1952

MB1/H125  General Alfred M.Gruenther, US Army, Chief of Staff, Supreme Command Allied Powers
Europe  1953-4

MB1/H126  M.Gumpel, British Consolidated Pictures  1952-3

MB1/H127  Miscellaneous correspondents: G  1952

MB1/H128  Headquarters Allied Forces Mediterranean, including a report on its principal achievements 
1954-66

MB1/H129  Headquarters Allied Forces Mediterranean: visit by Standing Group, NATO  1953-4

MB1/H133  Headquarters Allied Forces Mediterranean: historical report  1953

MB1/H135  Headquarters Allied Forces Mediterranean: Public Information Department (press reports)  1954

MB1/H136  Sir Alexander Knox Helm, British Embassy, Ankara  1953-4

MB1/H137  Commander R.A.M.Hennessey, HMS SURPRISE  1952-3

MB1/H138  Messages of congratulation sent about honours and awards  1953-4

MB1/H139  Messages of congratulation sent about honours and awards  1952-3

MB1/H140  Mrs Huband, widow of Lieutenant John Percival Huband (widow's pension)  1954

MB1/H141  The playing of the `Hymn of Malta' on public occasions  1953

MB1/H142  Miscellaneous correspondents: H  1954

MB1/H143  B.G.Kher, High Commissioner for India in the UK  1952-4

MB1/H144  India: Indian Navy  1953-4

MB1/H145  General Sir Hastings L.Ismay, first Baron Ismay, Secretary General, NATO  1953-4

MB1/H146  Miscellaneous correspondents: I  1950-4

MB1/H147  Christopher W.Jenkins  1950-4

MB1/H148  Miscellaneous correspondents: J  1951-4

MB1/H149  General Sir Charles F.Keightley, General Headquarters Middle East Land Forces  1953-4

MB1/H150  Miscellaneous correspondents: K  1952-4

MB1/H151  Major General Sir Robert Edward Laycock: appointment as Governor of Malta  1954

MB1/H152  Lectures given by Lord Mountbatten  1953

MB1/H153  The Levant: notes by Stewart Henry Perowne  n.d. 1950s
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MB1/H154  Miscellaneous correspondents: L  1953-4

MB1/H156  Malta: farewell messages, speeches, etc.  1954-5

MB1/H157  Malta: internal politics  1954

MB1/H158  Malta: inventory of the contents of the Villa Guardamangia  1954

MB1/H159  Vice Admiral Sir Aubrey Cecil Mansergh, Chairman of the Officer Structure Committee  1954

MB1/H160  Captain R.Marriott  1951-4

MB1/H161  Death of Queen Mary  1953

MB1/H162  M.O.Mathai, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister of India  1953-5

MB1/H163  India: Vapal Pangunni Menon: his book, MOSAIC TO MONOLITH  1953-4

MB1/H164  Miscellaneous correspondents: M  1953-4

MB1/H165  `The Allied Mediterranean Command', an article for THE NAVAL REVIEW  1954

MB1/H166  Organisation of the Royal Navy and suggestions for improvement  1953-5

MB1/H167  India: Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru  1953-4

MB1/H169  Rear Admiral Angus Dacres Nicholl, British Broadcasting Corporation  1953-4

MB1/H170  Visit of the North Atlantic Council to Malta  1954

MB1/H171  Ordinance of privileges to NATO personnel in Malta  1954

MB1/H172  Miscellaneous correspondents: N  1952-4

MB1/H173  Miscellaneous correspondents: O  1952-4

MB1/H174  Sir Charles Peake, British Embassy, Athens: Lord and Lady Mountbatten's farewell visit to
Athens  1954

MB1/H175  Stewart Henry Perowne, author  1954

MB1/H176  Appointment as the Queen's personal aide-de-camp; copy of Lord Mountbatten's diary of his Red
Sea cruise, 1952-3

MB1/H177  Vice Admiral Sir Mark Pizey, Commander-in-Chief, Indian Navy  1953-4

MB1/H178  Kenneth Poolman: manuscript about HMS KELLY  1953-5

MB1/H179  Herbrand Edward Dundonald Brassey Sackville, PC, ninth Earl De La Warr, Postmaster
General: postal deliveries while at sea  1952-4

MB1/H180  Rear Admiral Manley Laurence Power, Chief of Staff to the Commander-in-Chief
Mediterranean  1953

MB1/H181  Media: freemasonry  1953
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MB1/H182  Media  1952-3

MB1/H183  Media  1953

MB1/H184  Media: coverage of a visit to Malta by Yugoslav naval officers  1952

MB1/H185  Miscellaneous correspondents: P  1953-4

MB1/H186  Honours and awards: recommendation of Graham Douglas Clifford, general secretary of the
British Institution of Radio Engineers  1953-4

MB1/H187  Reports on proceedings for Lord Mountbatten's first summer cruise as Commander-in-Chief
Mediterranean  1952-4

MB1/H188  General M.B.Ridgeway, US Army, Supreme Allied Commander Europe  1953

MB1/H189  Rolex Watch Company: watches for deep sea diving  1952-4

MB1/H190  Improvements to the Royal Navy and possible amalgamation with the Royal Air Force  1954

MB1/H191  Royal Yacht: furnishings  1953

MB1/H192  Miscellaneous correspondents: R  1952-4

MB1/H193  Sir Malcolm Sargent: visit to Malta  1953-4

MB1/H194  L.G.Schumann: possibility of an official biography of Lord Mountbatten  1951-4

MB1/H195  Admiral Sir Guy Herbrand Edward Russell, Second Sea Lord, and Captain Sir St John Reginald
J.Tyrwhitt, his Naval Assistant (mainly staff appointments)  1953-4

MB1/H196  Sir John G.Lang, Secretary of the Admiralty (including the report of proceedings by the
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean)  1953-4
Outline chart of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea  n.d. c.1953-4

MB1/H199  Everett C.Somers: the book, MANIFEST DESTINY  1953-4

MB1/H200  Report on French forces in the Far East  1953

MB1/H201  Baron Constantine Stackelberg: genealogy  1953-4

MB1/H202  Staff in the Mediterranean  1953

MB1/H203  Mabel Strickland, editor of THE TIMES OF MALTA  1952-4

MB1/H204  Charles L.Strong, physiotherapist: the treatment of horses  1952-4

MB1/H205  Establishment of a Mediterranean Submarine Command  1953

MB1/H206  HMS SURPRISE  1953

MB1/H207  Miscellaneous correspondents: Sa - Sh  1948-54

MB1/H208  Miscellaneous correspondents: Si - Sy  1950-4

MB1/H209  Official entertainment: record of expenditure of table money  1954
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MB1/H210  Taranto Day Dinner  1952-7

MB1/H211  J.P.L.Thomas, MP, First Lord of the Admiralty  1953-4

MB1/H212  Trafford Smith, Lieutenant Governor of Malta  1953-4

MB1/H213  Turkey: loan of a British cruiser  1953

MB1/H214  Miscellaneous correspondents: T  1952-4

MB1/H215  Miscellaneous correspondents: U  1954-7

MB1/H216  Underwater fishing equipment  1953-4

MB1/H217  General Valluy, President of the North Atlantic Military Committee, Standing Group  1953-6

MB1/H218  Vice Chiefs of Naval Staff: Vice Admiral Sir Guy Grantham, 1951-4; Vice Admiral William
Wellclose Davis, 1954-7  1953-4

MB1/H219  Visits to Cairo, Naples, Trieste and Athens  1953

MB1/E219A Visit to FAYID, May 1952

MB1/H220  Visit of Rear Admiral John Hughes-Hallet, Flag Officer, Heavy Squadron, Home Fleet, to Malta 
1952

MB1/H221  Visits to Gibraltar and Morocco  1953

MB1/H222  Visit to Great Britain for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II and for the naval review  1953

MB1/H223  Visits to France and Great Britain  1953

MB1/H224  Visits to Ethiopia, Fayid and the Red Sea ports, and to Cyprus  1953-4

MB1/H227  Visits to Ethiopia, Fayid, Cyprus and Aqaba  1953-4

MB1/H228  Visits to Ethiopia, Fayid, Cyprus and Aqaba  1953-4

MB1/H230  Arrangements for leave taken in Great Britain  1954

MB1/H231  Visit to Rome  1954

MB1/H232  Visit to Toulon  1954

MB1/H233  Fleet visit to Naples  1954

MB1/H234  Rear Admiral H.P.Curry, Flag Officer, Gibraltar: the appointment of Admiral Sir Guy Grantham
as Lord Mountbatten's successor as Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean  1954

MB1/H235  Visit of Queen Elizabeth II to Malta and Gozo  1954

MB1/H236  Arrangements for the visit of Queen Elizabeth II to Malta and Gozo  1954

MB1/H237  Visit of Queen Elizabeth II to Malta and Gozo  1954

MB1/H238  Visit to Tripoli, Benghazi and Tunis  1954
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MB1/H239  Visit to Yugoslavia  1954

MB1/H240  Visit of the King and Queen of Sweden to Malta  1952-4

MB1/H241  Visit to Athens, including a summary of talks in Athens  1954

MB1/H242  Arrangements for Lord Mountbatten's farewell tour: visits to Paris, Rome, Algiers, Naples,
Athens, Ankara, Cairo and Fayid  1954

MB1/H243  Farewell visit to Algiers  1954

MB1/H244  Farewell visit to Ankara  1954

MB1/H245  Farewell visit to Athens  1954

MB1/H246  Farewell visit to Cairo and Fayid  1954

MB1/H247  Farewell visit to Rome and Algiers  1954

MB1/H248  Farewell visit to Naples  1954

MB1/H249  Press coverage of farewell tour  1954

MB1/H250  Visit of the Yugoslav training ship, GALEB, to Malta  1954

MB1/H251  Miscellaneous correspondents: V  1953-4

MB1/H252  Elizabeth Ward, private secretary to Lady Mountbatten  1952

MB1/H253  Brigadier J.M.S.Wardell, University Press of New Brunswick, Canada  1953

MB1/H254  Lieutenant General Albert Coady Wedemeyer, US Army, AVCO Manufacturing Corporation,
New York  1952-4

MB1/H255  General J.C.Westall, Commandant General, Royal Marines  1953-4

MB1/H256  Commander Henry E.P.Wilkin  1952-3

MB1/H257  Miscellaneous correspondents: W  1951-4

MB1/H258  Captain A.V.S.Yates, RN, Sperry Gyroscope Company Limited  1941-52

MB1/H259  Miscellaneous correspondents: X - Z  1952-3

MB1/H260  Papers of special interest, including turnover notes for the Fourth Sea Lord; messages of
congratulation and good luck; visit of the Duke of Edinburgh to Malta  1952

MB1/H261  Papers of special interest  1953

MB1/H262  Papers of special interest, including the funeral of Queen Mary; the coronation of Queen
Elizabeth II; press reports  1953

MB1/H263  Coronation papers, including coronation review orders and details of the service  1953

MB1/H264  Coronation papers  1953
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MB1/H265  Papers of special interest  1954

MB1/H266  Papers of special interest  1954


